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Introduction

Our focus is the all-important subject of Grace. We can never experience, nor advance in our sonship without Grace – indeed we can never know the Father without it. God does nothing outside of His Grace. His throne is called the throne of Grace – which means that God governs and transacts through the currency of Grace. Therefore, Paul commends the Church at Colossae (1:6) for they heard and understood the wonderful Grace of God and (consequently) lived changed lives. The practice of Hearing in Scripture has 3 components: Listen, understand and do! To use biological terms: Digest, Ingest & Absorb!

Mark 4:24-25, ‘Then he added, “Pay close attention to what you hear. The closer you listen, the more understanding you will be given—and you will receive even more. 25 To those who listen to my teaching, more understanding will be given. [NLT]. But for those who are not listening, even what little understanding they have will be taken away from them.” May God give us the spirit of understanding through attentive listening.

We talked last week about the Multiple-Purposed Grace of God that is so configured to function according to purpose. Grace is complexed and phenomenal. When we understand its variegated purposes, then we can lean into that measure of Grace as we need it. Give me example of one type/kind/measure of grace and how we can take advantage of it. We lean into sanctifying Grace for our resistance to sin and restoration to original design.

I am of the conviction that the starting point for a proper perspective on Grace is to acknowledge that Grace is a Person before it is a Power. The reason this is important, is that we come into understand how to transact with Grace. If Grace is a person, then ultimately, relationship is key to the acquisition of Grace. Grace is not transactional – something you earn through performance or ritualistic adherence. Grace is relational – we are beneficiaries of Grace through connection, intimacy and agreement.

1. Christ is the WORD

John 1:1-5, ‘In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He existed in the beginning with God. 3 God created everything through him [Word is Person], and nothing was created except through him [Person]. 4 The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought light to everyone. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it.’ [NLT]

Who is this Person called the Word? Christ! 1 John 5:6-7, ‘This is He who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not only by water, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is truth. 7 For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one’[NKJV]. 

Revelation 19:13, ‘He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.’
2. Christ is FULL of Grace

Can we agree that the Word is Christ? The Bible is the written word but as you mine the Scriptures you must excavate Christ, the Living Word and as declare it, it becomes the spoken creative word. John 1:14, ‘The Word became flesh [human] and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.’ [NIV] John 1:16, ‘For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.’ [NIV]. Is it true then that Christ is the embodiment of Grace and when He gives Grace he is giving of Himself?

3. Christ is the MANNA from Heaven

Let me give you some evidence for this thesis that Grace is the Person called Christ through a case study of the Manna. Please remember that they came through the wilderness with divine protection and provision. They did not get sick, never needed a doctor, neither did their clothes and shoes wear out. I want to submit to you that Israel received Grace through the Manna.

Jeremiah 31:1-2, “At that time,” declares the Lord, “I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be My people.” 2 This is what the Lord says: “The people who survived the sword found grace in the wilderness—Israel, when it went to find its rest.” [NASB]. Is it true that Israel was saved and sustained by the Grace of God?

1 Corinthians 10:1-5, ‘For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 2 They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3 They all ate the same spiritual food 4 and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered in the wilderness.’ [NIV]. The ate and drank of Christ through Grace-Infused Manna & Water! It was not ordinary wafers but imbued and suffused with Divine Grace. 

John 6:30-35, ‘Therefore they said to Him, “What sign will You perform then, that we may see it and believe You? What work will You do? 31 Our fathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” 32 Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but My Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 Then they said to Him, “Lord, give us this bread always.” 35 And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.’ [NKJV]

If it true that Grace is not just a thing/entity/commodity but a Person, then to know Grace is to know Christ. To connect to GRACE is to connect to Christ. You cannot say I want Grace, but I do not want Christ, I can live in dishonour/disobedience/disregard to Christ but expect Peace & Prosperity. Sadly, Israel was in the environment of such Grace yet rejected Christ and died!
Conclusion

If Grace is a Person called Christ there is a very important practice we must install into our relationship. That is, ‘Beholding Christ.’ This is not finding a so-called picture of Christ and staring at it day and night. When they ask Christ, ‘where or how do you live?’ He said to them, ‘Come & See.’ In other words, you will never know until your eyes are opened. In Matthew 11 Christ said, ‘Come learn of Me.’ Christ is the Curriculum of the heavens.

2 Corinthians 3:18, ‘And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. [ESV].

Eido [Behold] = to PAUSE long enough until you see! It means to examine or research thoroughly until you make the connections and come to a valid conclusion. It means to gaze upon with awe and to muse with contemplation and reflection. Unfortunately, many make a fleeting glimpse and move on. Therefore, we never encounter the Grace of God packaged in Christ. Unless we wash our eyes in the pool of Siloam (sent one) – we will not see Grace!



